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lo A secret press conference at B&d©n~H®lea©ath&X ©m 18 « 20 February 
1947 was attended only by personnel ©f the Seviet^epe rated newspapers 
and by press service representatives in ©astern Austriao He ambers 
©f the Austrian Communist press were pro sent 0 

2o The meeting was presided ©ver by Serine described by source as the 
emissary t® Cseoho Slovakia of the Central Pelit-Bureau ia Mescewo 
G«F* Alek8axkdr®v« assistant ia the Ministry of Culture and Propaganda# 
25X1 A was imtroduoec^^jh® ooaferenee as the head ®f the future Tass effiee 
ia Austria o An earlier report abwb am Andrei 

Mikhailovich Aleksandrov asTfass representative ia Vienna) c 


So Serin reviewed the problems and th« purpose ef the propaganda ia 
Caeohoslevakia as indicative ©f the methods to be used in Austriao 

4o The main points discussed were the following; 

Ao The imdependeat character of each paper should be preserved 
with reference to oritieissi of the Austrian Government^ so 
that the Austrian publi© will aot suspect any unified prepa- 
ganda* Above all# the present food and economic crisis should 
h® used to solidify public ®pinlon 0 Open attacks on political 
parties should bo avoided at present ia favor of concentrating 
on scandals among public figures who oan be tied in with their 
parties at a specified time o 

,bo The Vol ksstiBBBie critic isra of the Socialist 
as preiEatureo A new rapprochement must be 
with the left-wing Socialists in an effort 
Communist cause; simiXt*mcously* this will 
of the Socialists as a group o 


Party was described 
sought* especially 
to win them to the 
eause a weakening 
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Go The Soviet supervision- of Austrian Communist ’papers Is 
to be exercised through the distribution of propaganda 
assignment**© Furthermore* the editorials in the Austrian 
Communist papers must be approved in Baden before publiea* 
tion<, The Tass articles are censored in Moscow prior to 
their release in Austria© 

6* Borin announced that the Soviet Army paper# Oesterreiohische Zeitun^* will 
be discontinued after the withdrawal of Soviet troops and" witTbo replaced 
by a German edition of lYavda to be published in Vienna© 

Go The present Tass representative in Vienna will b© replaced by a Tacs office 
headed by Aleksandrov© its articles will still be subject to censorship 
in Moscow prior to thoir transmittance to Vienna© 

7 0 The subject of a second conference concerned the newspapers of the 

western provinces? all participants of the first conference were excluded 
from this second meeting* 

B* The next conference is to be held early in March 1R47*> 
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